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Reformers have nothing of this kind to keep their movement
alive. Vacuam sedem, inania arcana is the true motto of
their system; and until they have become constructive they
are doomed to fail*

From this generalization we may turn to some specific
points on which Reformers take a line of their own. Very
conspicuous is their insistence on the right of the community
to accept new members from outside. They are of course
incontrovertible when they urge that Zarathushtra was a pas-
sionately eager propagandist, and that a small caste like the
modern Parsis have no claim to stand in his succession. This
is not denied, but the whole stress is laid on the changed
conditions of a caste with certain privileges, with charities to
dispense and exclusive rights to maintain. It very soon
appears that both sides are fighting on this issue, the larger
conception of a missionary religion being absolutely invisible
anywhere. The writer has strongly urged, in addressing
Parsi meetings, that their possession in the Gathas of a pure
and ethical monotheism constitutes a call to preach, placed as
they are in the midst of millions whose gods are many and
malignant. There has been no visible response to this plea.
When first urged, the reform organ immediately acclaimed
a new recruit to their cause, in spite of very plain words which
may be quoted as showing how the issue was placed before
them:

I long for the service warm-hearted Zoroastrians might render to lead
their countrymen to higher ideals. I am not referring to the vexed
question of proselytism. Whether you should admit outsiders to the
privileges of your own community is a purely domestic question for
yourselves, on which I should consider it almost an impertinence to
have an opinion, quite apart from expressing it. But I cannot believe
there are any among you who want to have a monopoly of a pure
doctrine of God, a lofty view of duty, and the promise of happiness as
the eternal reward of well-doing. I feel that we may ask for your
sympathy and even yout- help in putting such an emancipating gospel
before people whose only idea of God is one of terror. It must be
possible to entertain this unselfish ambition without clashing against